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Volume II highlights the Common Core technology skills that students should master during
secondary grades 6-12. The skills are presented in three formats with the hope that at least one
style resonates clearly with every individual teacher.
1. Digital Literacy Categories matrix (Main report body)
2. Highlighted technology skills in the California CCSS (Appendix A)
3. Highlighted technology skills in the Step-Ladder Version of the California CCSS (Appendix B)

For students to be college and career ready learning must take place in a rigorous digital
environment. To meet these demands, LUSD is making significant investments in infrastructure,
hardware and professional development for teachers.
To meet the infrastructure demands:
All classrooms will have wireless access to support simultaneous, high density, mobile
device access.
All classrooms will have multiple electrical outlets to accommodate safe, efficient room
plans for technology related learning.
All Audio/Video, electrical & technology related cabling will be managed in an aesthetically
pleasing manner for safe, efficient classroom movement and easy maintenance.
All classrooms will have suitable desks and chairs to facilitate organized and ergonomically
appropriate classroom activity engaged with technology.
To meet the hardware demands:
All classrooms will have a robust computer, or computers, document camera, bright
projector, stand-alone VHS/DVD player, speakers & printing capabilities.
All elementary schools will have a minimum of three computer labs dedicated to general
classroom access and end of year summative testing.
All middle schools will have a minimum of six computer labs dedicated to general classroom
access and end of year summative testing.
All high schools will have a minimum of four computer labs dedicated to general classroom
access and end of year summative testing.
Intervention programs and technology related electives will have dedicated computer labs
to meet the specialized program needs of enrolled students.
To meet the professional development demands:
Instructional coaches will support Common Core and technology integration.
All teachers have access to PD 360 (an online, on-demand professional development
website).
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The Common Core State Standards are a set of academic standards designed to ensure that students are college and career ready upon
graduation. Technology, now embedded in the standards, plays an important role in the implementation of the Common Core State
Standards. In addition to being college and career ready, technology integration impacts student engagement in the classroom. To assess
learning, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium is developing the next-generation assessments that will accurately measure student
progress towards college and career readiness. For students to be prepared for the Common Core Online Assessments, learning must take
place in a rigorous digital environment. To meet these demands, LUSD is making significant investments in infrastructure, hardware, and
professional development for teachers.
This scope and sequence is adapted from the Fresno County Office of Education Recommended Digital Literacy and Technology Skills to
Support the California Common Core State Standards, and Long Beach Unified School District Common Core State Standards K-12
Technology Skills Scope and Sequence.
The skills identified for each grade level align to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics and English Language Arts, and
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects. Included are skills that are required to take the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium’s Computer Adaptive Assessments.
Additional skills identified in this Scope and Sequence are from the National Educational Technology Standards 2007: Creativity and
Innovation; Digital Citizenship; and Technology Operations and Concepts.
Standards
English Language Arts Anchor Standards

Mathematics Standards

RL ‐ Reading Standards for Literature;
RI ‐ Reading Standards for Informational Text;
W ‐ Writing;
SL ‐ Speaking and Listening;
L ‐ Language.

MD – Measurement and Data
G ‐ Geometry
EE ‐ Expressions and Equations
A ‐ Algebra
F ‐ Functions
SP ‐ Statistics and Probability
SMP ‐ Standards of Mathematical Practice

The Scope and Sequence identifies which grade levels the skills need to be Introduced (I), Reinforced (R) and Mastered (M). Skills identified
as Optional for Grade Level (O) are left to the discretion of the teacher who may choose to teach the skills to the students. In addition the
skills are identified as ones that can be taught in a 1 computer classroom (1C), computer lab (CL), or using a pod of classroom computers (P).
Adapted from:
1-The Fresno County Office of Education Recommended Digital Literacy and Technology Skills to Support the California Common Core State Standards
2-Long Beach Unified School District Common Core State Standards K-12 Technology Skills Scope and Sequence

Vol II
Digital Literacy Categories of Common Core State Standards

Grades 6-12 Tech. Skills

Digital Literacy Categories
Grades 6-12 Technology Skills

Adapted from:
1-The Fresno County Office of Education Recommended Digital Literacy and Technology Skills to Support the California Common Core State Standards
2-Long Beach Unified School District Common Core State Standards K-12 Technology Skills Scope and Sequence
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Digital Literacy Categories of Common Core State Standards
Digital Literacy
Categories

Basic Operations

I – Introduce

6

7

Technology
Operations &
Concepts
Technology
Operations &
Concepts

Identify successful troubleshooting strategies for
minor hardware and software issues/problems
(e.g., “frozen screen”).
Independently operate peripheral equipment (e.g.,
scanner, digital camera, camcorder), if available.

I/1CP

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP

R/CL

Technology
Operations &
Concepts

Identify and use a variety of storage media (e.g.,
CDs, DVDs, flash drives, school servers, and online
storage spaces), and provide a rationale for using
a certain medium for a specific purpose.

W6

Demonstrate automaticity in keyboarding skills by
increasing accuracy and speed.
(For students with disabilities, demonstrate
alternate input techniques as appropriate.)
Identify and assess the capabilities and limitations
of emerging technologies.

W 5, W 6, W 10,
SL 5

9

10

11

12

Compress and expand large files

Technology
Operations &
Concepts

W 5, W 6, W 10

8

Page | 10

Skills

Creativity &
Innovation

Word Processing

Demonstrate
proficiency in
the use of
computers and
applications as
well as an
understanding
of the concepts
underlying
hardware,
software and
connectivity.

Grades 6-12 Tech. Skills

Alignment to
CCSS/ SBAC

Demonstrate use of intermediate features in word
processing application (e.g., tabs, indents, headers
and footers, end notes, bullet and numbering,
tables).
Apply advanced formatting and page layout
features when appropriate (e.g., columns,
templates, and styles) to improve the appearance
of documents and materials.

W.5, W6, W 10

Highlight text, copy and paste text

W 5, W 6, W 10,
SL 1

Use the Comment function in Review for peer
editing of documents

W 5, W 6, W 10,
SL 1

Use the Track Changes feature in Review for peer
editing of documents

R – Reinforce

1CP - one computer or pod of computers

M/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL
I/1CP R/CL

M – Mastery (ability to teach others)

CL - Computer Lab

Adapted from:
1-The Fresno County Office of Education Recommended Digital Literacy and Technology Skills to Support the California Common Core State Standards
2-Long Beach Unified School District Common Core State Standards K-12 Technology Skills Scope and Sequence

M/CL M/CL M/CL

Vol II
Digital Literacy Categories of Common Core State Standards
Digital Literacy
Categories

Alignment to
CCSS/ SBAC
F, SMP 5, RI 7

Mathematical Applications

I – Introduce

Spreadsheet (Tables/ Charts & Graphs)

Demonstrate
proficiency in
the use of
computers and
applications as
well as an
understanding
of the concepts
underlying
hardware,
software and
connectivity.

F, SMP 5, RI 7
F, EE, SMP 5, RI 7
EE, SMP 6
F, SMP 5, RI 7

Grades 6-12 Tech. Skills
Skills

Use spreadsheets to calculate, graph, organize,
and present data in a variety of real‐world
settings and choose the most appropriate type
to represent given data
Enter formulas and functions; use the auto‐fill
feature in a spreadsheet application.
Use functions of a spreadsheet application (e.g.,
sort, filter, find).
Use various number formats (e.g. scientific
notations, percentages, exponents) as
appropriate
Use advanced formatting features of a
spreadsheet application (e.g., reposition
columns and rows, add and name worksheets).

SMP 5, RI 7

Differentiate between formulas with absolute
and relative cell references.

SMP 5, RI 7

Use multiple sheets within a workbook, and
create links among worksheets to solve
problems.
Import and export data between spreadsheets
and other applications.

SMP 5, RI 7
G, SMP 5

Draw two and three dimensional geometric
shapes using a variety of technology tools

EE, SMP 5

Use and interpret scientific notations using a
variety of technology applications

EE, A, F, SP, SMP 5
W 8, SL 5

R – Reinforce

1CP - one computer or pod of computers

Explain and demonstrate how specialized
technology tools can be used for problem
solving, decision making, and creativity in all
subject areas (e.g., simulation software,
environmental probes, computer aided design,
geographic information systems, dynamic
geometric software, graphing calculators).

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP R/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M – Mastery (ability to teach others)

CL - Computer Lab

Adapted from:
1-The Fresno County Office of Education Recommended Digital Literacy and Technology Skills to Support the California Common Core State Standards
2-Long Beach Unified School District Common Core State Standards K-12 Technology Skills Scope and Sequence

M/CL

Vol II
Digital Literacy Categories of Common Core State Standards
Digital Literacy
Categories

Skills

SMP 3, SL 5

Create presentations for a variety of audiences
and purposes with use of appropriate
transitions and animations to add interest.
Use a variety of technology tools (e.g.,
dictionary, thesaurus, grammar checker,
calculator/graphing calculator) to maximize
the accuracy of work.
Make strategic use of digital media to enhance
understanding

SMP 5, W 6

SL 5
W 6, SL 5
RL 7, RI 7, SBAC
testing skills
SMP 3, SL 5

Digital Citizenship
Acceptable Use, Copyright & Plagiarism

I – Introduce

Multimedia & Presentation Tools

Demonstrate
proficiency in
the use of
computers and
applications as
well as an
understanding
of the concepts
underlying
hardware,
software and
connectivity.

Grades 6-12 Tech. Skills

Alignment to
CCSS/ SBAC

Digital Citizenship

Digital Citizenship

Digital Citizenship
Digital Citizenship

R – Reinforce

1CP - one computer or pod of computers

Use painting and drawing tools/ applications to
create and edit work
Use note‐taking skills while viewing online
videos and using the play, pause, rewind and
stop buttons.
Independently use appropriate technology
tools (e.g., graphic organizer, audio, visual) to
define problems and propose hypotheses.
Comply with the district’s Acceptable Use
Policy related to ethical use, cyberbullying,
privacy, plagiarism, spam, viruses, hacking, and
file sharing.
Explain Fair Use guidelines for using
copyrighted materials and possible
consequences (e.g., images, music, video, text)
in school projects.
Analyze and explain how media and technology
can be used to distort, exaggerate, and
misrepresent information.
Give examples of hardware and applications
that enable people with disabilities to use
technology.
Explain the potential risks associated with the
use of networked digital environments (e.g.,
internet, mobile phones, wireless, LANs) and
sharing personal information.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M – Mastery (ability to teach others)

CL - Computer Lab

Adapted from:
1-The Fresno County Office of Education Recommended Digital Literacy and Technology Skills to Support the California Common Core State Standards
2-Long Beach Unified School District Common Core State Standards K-12 Technology Skills Scope and Sequence
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Digital Literacy Categories of Common Core State Standards
Digital Literacy
Categories

I – Introduce

Research Gathering & Using Information

Demonstrate
proficiency in
the use of
computers and
applications as
well as an
understanding
of the concepts
underlying
hardware,
software and
connectivity.

Alignment to
CCSS/ SBAC

Grades 6-12 Tech. Skills
Skills

RI 5, RI 7

Identify probable types and locations of Web
sites by examining their domain names (e.g.,
edu, com, org, gov, au).

RI 5, RI 7

Use effective search strategies for locating and
retrieving electronic information (e.g., using
syntax and Boolean logic operators).

RI 5, RI 7

Use search engines and online directories.
Explain the differences among various search
engines and how they rank results.

RI 7

Use appropriate academic language in online
learning environments (e.g., post, thread,
intranet, discussion forum, drop box, account,
and password).
Explain how technology can support
communication and collaboration, personal
and professional productivity, and lifelong
learning.
Write correct in‐text citations and reference
lists for text and images gathered from
electronic sources.

RI 5, RI 7, SMP 3

RI 5, RI 7

RI 5, RI 7

Use Web browsing to access information (e.g.,
enter a URL, access links, create
bookmarks/favorites, print Web pages).

RI 7, RI 10, SMP 5

Use and modify databases and spreadsheets to
analyze data and propose solutions.

RI 7, SMP 3

Develop and use guidelines to evaluate the
content, organization, design, use of citations,
and presentation of technologically enhanced
projects.

R – Reinforce

1CP - one computer or pod of computers

6

7

I/1CP R/CL

R/CL

8

9

10

11

12
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M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

M – Mastery (ability to teach others)

CL - Computer Lab
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Digital Literacy Categories of Common Core State Standards
Digital Literacy
Categories

Alignment to
CCSS/ SBAC
W 6, W 10, SL 5,
SMP 5, RI 7

I – Introduce

Communication & Collaboration

Demonstrate
proficiency in
the use of
computers and
applications as
well as an
understanding
of the concepts
underlying
hardware,
software and
connectivity.

W6, W 10, SL 2, SL
5, SMP 3

RI 6, RI 7, RI 9, SMP
3, SL 5

W 6, W 10 SL 3

RI 6, RI 7, RI 9, SMP
3

R – Reinforce

1CP - one computer or pod of computers

Grades 6-12 Tech. Skills
Skills

Use a variety of media to present information
for specific purposes (e.g., reports, research
papers, presentations, newsletters, Web sites,
podcasts, blogs), citing sources.
Demonstrate how the use of various techniques
and effect (e.g., editing, music, color, rhetorical
devices) can be used to convey meaning in
media.
Use a variety of district approved Web 2.0 tools
(e.g., e‐ mail discussion groups, blogs, etc.) to
collaborate and communicate with peers,
experts, and other audiences using appropriate
academic language.
Use teacher developed guidelines to evaluate
multimedia presentations for organization,
content, design, presentation and
appropriateness of citations.
Plan and implement a collaborative project
with students in other classrooms and schools
using telecommunications tools (e.g., e‐mail,
discussion forums, groupware, interactive Web
sites, video‐ conferencing).

6

R/CL

7

8

9

10

11

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

Page | 14
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M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M/CL

I/1CP R/CL

M/CL M/CL M/CL M/CL

M – Mastery (ability to teach others)

CL - Computer Lab
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Reference Links

Aspire Public School Handbook (explanation of blended learning with resources for integrating technology)
California Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects
California’s Common Core English Language Arts Standards, Kindergarten through Grades 11-12, Step-Ladder Versions
http://commoncore.fcoe.org/subject/technology
Keyboarding Chart
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Appendix A

College and Career Readiness
Anchor Standards for Reading
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the
College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR
and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define
the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Key Ideas and Details

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the
evidence.

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently
and proficiently.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development;
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text.

Craft and Structure

Note on range and content of student reading

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific
word choices shape meaning or tone.

To become college and career ready, students must grapple with works of
exceptional craft and thought whose range extends across genres, cultures,
and centuries. Such works offer profound insights into the human condition
and serve as models for students’ own thinking and writing. Along with
high-quality contemporary works, these texts should be chosen from among
seminal U.S. documents, the classics of American literature, and the timeless
dramas of Shakespeare. Through wide and deep reading of literature and
literary nonfiction of steadily increasing sophistication, students gain a
reservoir of literary and cultural knowledge, references, and images; the
ability to evaluate intricate arguments; and the capacity to surmount the
challenges posed by complex texts.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs,
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza)
relate to each other and the whole.1
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

*Please see “Research to Build and Present Knowledge” in Writing and “Comprehension and
Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening for additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing,
and applying information from print and digital sources.

English Language Arts 6–12 | 46
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RL

Reading Standards for Literature 6–12
The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is
also infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected
to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Craft and Structure

Key Ideas and Details

Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Grade 8 Students

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis
of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text
and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze
its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot;
provide an objective summary of the text.

3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s 3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or
plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the
as how the characters respond or change as
characters or plot).
the plot moves toward a resolution.

3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in
a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.

4. Determine the meaning of words and
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
phrases as they are used in a text, including
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
as they are used in a text, including figurative
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact
the impact of a specific word choice on
on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions
of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds
meaning and tone. (See grade 6 Language
to other texts. (See grade 8 Language standards 4–6
(e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of
standards 4–6 for additional expectations.)
for additional expectations.) CA
a poem or section of a story or drama. (See grade
CA
7 Language standards 4–6 for additional
expectations.) CA
5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure
structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to
of a text and contributes to the development
its meaning.
of the theme, setting, or plot.
6. Explain how an author develops the point of
view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the
points of view of different characters or narrators
characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created
in a text.
through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects
as suspense or humor.

English Language Arts 6–12 | 47

Reading Standards for Literature 6–12

KEY: Explicit use of technology
Technology could be used

5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more
texts and analyze how the differing structure of each
text contributes to its meaning and style.
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Reading Standards for Literature 6–12

Range of Reading and
Level of Text Complexity

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Grade 8 Students

7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading 7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or
a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing
poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia
an audio, video, or live version of the text,
version, analyzing the effects of techniques
including contrasting what they “see” and “hear”
unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound,
when reading the text to what they perceive when
color, or camera focus and angles in a film).
they listen or watch.

7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live
production of a story or drama stays faithful to
or departs from the text or script, evaluating
the choices made by the director or actors.

8. (Not applicable to literature)

8. (Not applicable to literature)

8. (Not applicable to literature)

9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or 9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a
9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on
genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels
time, place, or character and a historical account
themes, patterns of events, or character types
and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches
of the same period as a means of understanding
from myths, traditional stories, or religious
to similar themes and topics.
how authors of fiction use or alter history.
works such as the Bible, including describing
how the material is rendered new.
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems,
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range.
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10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.
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Reading Standards for Literature 6–12
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Craft and Structure

Key Ideas and Details

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of
the text.

2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of
the text.

3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting
3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters,
ordered, how the characters/archetypes are introduced and developed). CA
and advance the plot or develop the theme.
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text,
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text,
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or
a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). (See grade
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare
9–10 Language standards 4–6 for additional expectations.) CA
as well as other authors.) (See grade 11–12 Language standards 4–6 for
additional expectations.) CA
5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing,
flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of
a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as
well as its aesthetic impact.

6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.

6. Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or
understatement).
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Reading Standards for Literature 6–12

Range of Reading and
Level of Text Complexity

Integration of Knowledge
and Ideas

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment
(e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the
Fall of Icarus).

7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or
live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each
version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare
and one play by an American dramatist.)

8. (Not applicable to literature)

8. (Not applicable to literature)

9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentiethwork (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible
century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more
or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.
10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity
band independently and proficiently.

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity
band independently and proficiently.
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10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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Craft and Structure

Key Ideas and Details

Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Grade 8 Students

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to
1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports
the text says explicitly as well as inferences
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
support analysis of what the text says explicitly
drawn from the text.
inferences drawn from the text.
as well as inferences drawn from the text.
2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it
is conveyed through particular details; provide
a summary of the text distinct from personal
opinions or judgments.

2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text 2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
and analyze their development over the course
development over the course of the text, including its
of the text; provide an objective summary of
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective
the text.
summary of the text.

3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or 3. Analyze the interactions between individuals,
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas
a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).
influence individuals or events, or how
individuals influence ideas or events).

3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings.
(See grade 6 Language standards 4–6 for
additional expectations.) CA

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
as they are used in a text, including figurative,
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze
and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific
the impact of a specific word choice on
word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies
meaning and tone. (See grade 7 Language
or allusions to other texts. (See grade 8 Language
standards 4–6 for additional expectations.) CA
standards 4–6 for additional expectations.) CA

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph,
chapter, or section fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the development of
the ideas.

5. Analyze the structure an author uses to
organize a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole and to the
development of the ideas.

a. Analyze the use of text features
(e.g., graphics, headers, captions) in
popular media. CA

a. Analyze the use of text features
(e.g., graphics, headers, captions)
in public documents. CA

5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph
in a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept.
a. Analyze the use of text features (e.g., graphics,
headers, captions) in consumer materials. CA

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose 6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a
a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
in a text and analyze how the author distintext and analyze how the author acknowledges and
guishes his or her position from that of others.
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6–12

Range of Reading and
Level of Text Complexity

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Grade 8 Students

7. Integrate information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively)
as well as in words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.

7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video,
or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each
medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the
delivery of a speech affects the impact of
the words).

7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of
using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text,
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic
or idea.

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are
supported by reasons and evidence from claims
that are not.

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning
is sound and the evidence is relevant and
is sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient to support the claims.
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence
is introduced.

9. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation 9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about
of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir
the same topic shape their presentations of key
written by and a biography on the same person).
information by emphasizing different evidence or
advancing different interpretations of facts.

9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide
conflicting information on the same topic and
identify where the texts disagree on matters of
fact or interpretation.

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding
as needed at the high end of the range.

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 6–8 text complexity band independently
and proficiently.

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6–12
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Craft and Structure

Key Ideas and Details

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.
2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another
to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events,
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced
and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone
(e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
(See grade 9–10 Language standards 4–6 for additional expectations.) CA

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course
of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). (See grade
11–12 Language standards 4–6 for additional expectations.) CA

5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined
by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a
section or chapter).

5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or
her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear,
convincing, and engaging.

a. Analyze the use of text features (e.g., graphics, headers, captions)
in functional workplace documents. CA

a. Analyze the use of text features (e.g., graphics, headers, captions) in
public documents. CA

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6–12
Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g.,
a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details
are emphasized in each account.

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 8. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g.,
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises,
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses).
9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s
Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how
they address related themes and concepts.

9. Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational
U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The
Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes,
and rhetorical features.

10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the
9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed
high end of the range.
at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high
end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
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By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the
high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and
proficiently.
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College and Career Readiness
Anchor Standards for Writing
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the
College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR
and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define
the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information
while avoiding plagiarism.
9. Draw evidence from literary and/or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

Text Types and Purposes*1

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

Note on range and content of student writing
For students, writing is a key means of asserting and defending claims,
showing what they know about a subject, and conveying what they have
experienced, imagined, thought, and felt. To be college- and career-ready
writers, students must take task, purpose, and audience into careful
consideration, choosing words, information, structures, and formats
deliberately. They need to know how to combine elements of different kinds
of writing—for example, to use narrative strategies within argument and
explanation within narrative—to produce complex and nuanced writing. They
need to be able to use technology strategically when creating, refining, and
collaborating on writing. They have to become adept at gathering information,
evaluating sources, and citing material accurately, reporting findings from
their research and analysis of sources in a clear and cogent manner. They
must have the flexibility, concentration, and fluency to produce high-quality
first-draft text under a tight deadline as well as the capacity to revisit and
make improvements to a piece of writing over multiple drafts when
circumstances encourage or require it.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Production and Distribution of Writing
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach.
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key
writing types.
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Writing Standards 6–12
The following standards for grades 6–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and
applications. Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to
the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are
expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. The expected
growth in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C.
Grade 6 Students

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.

Text Types and Purposes

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons
and evidence clearly.
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and
relevant evidence, using credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic
or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the
relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the argument presented.

Grade 7 Students

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and address
alternate or opposing claims, and organize
the reasons and evidence logically. CA
b. Support claim(s) or counterarguments with
logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using
accurate, credible sources and demonstrating
an understanding of the topic or text. CA
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and organize the reasons
and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding
of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the argument
presented.
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Grade 8 Students
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Writing Standards 6–12
Grade 6 Students

Text Types and Purposes (continued)

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization,
and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic or thesis statement;
organize ideas, concepts, and information,
using strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension. CA
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.
c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f.

Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the information or
explanation presented.

Grade 7 Students

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
career development documents (e.g., simple
through the selection, organization, and analysis
business letters and job applications), to
of relevant content.
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization,
a. Introduce a topic or thesis statement clearly,
and analysis of relevant content. CA
previewing what is to follow; organize ideas,
concepts, and information, using strategies
a. Introduce a topic or thesis statement clearly,
such as definition, classification, comparison/
previewing what is to follow; organize ideas,
contrast, and cause/effect; include
concepts, and information into broader
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics
categories; include formatting (e.g.,
(e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables),
useful to aiding comprehension. CA
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension. CA
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen
other information and examples.
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.
c. Use appropriate transitions to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to
ideas and concepts.
create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
d. Use precise language and domain-specific
topic.
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the information or
f. Provide a concluding statement or section
explanation presented.
that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented.
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Writing Standards 6–12
Grade 6 Students

Text Types and Purposes (continued)

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences.

Grade 7 Students

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences.

Grade 8 Students

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing
a context and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing
a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing
a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases,
and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one time frame or setting to
another.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases,
and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another,
and show the relationships among experiences
and events.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language
to convey experiences and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated experiences or events.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences
and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and
reflects on the narrated experiences or
events.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and
reflects on the narrated experiences or
events.
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d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences
and events.

Page 15

Vol. II

Appendix A

w

Writing Standards 6–12

Research to Build and
Present Knowledge

Production and Distribution of Writing

Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Grade 8 Students

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1–3 above.)

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

5. With some guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (Editing for
conventions should demonstrate command of
Language standards 1–3 up to and including
grade 6.)

5. With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose
and audience have been addressed. (Editing
for conventions should demonstrate command
of Language standards 1–3 up to and including
grade 7.)

5. With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose
and audience have been addressed. (Editing
for conventions should demonstrate command
of Language standards 1–3 up to and including
grade 8.)

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce
and publish writing and link to and cite sources
and publish writing and present the relationships
produce and publish writing as well as to interas well as to interact and collaborate with others,
between information and ideas efficiently as well
act and collaborate with others; demonstrate
including linking to and citing sources.
as to interact and collaborate with others.
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type
a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several sources and
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several sources and
generating additional related, focused questions
for further research and investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print
and digital sources; assess the credibility of
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data
and conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic
information for sources.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print
and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each
assess the credibility and accuracy of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism
and following a standard format for citation.
and following a standard format for citation.
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7. Conduct short research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions that allow
for multiple avenues of exploration.
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Writing Standards 6–12
Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Grade 8 Students

Range of
Writing

Research to Build and
Present Knowledge (continued)

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research.
to support analysis, reflection, and research.
to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in
different forms or genres [e.g., stories and
poems; historical novels and fantasy stories]
in terms of their approaches to similar
themes and topics”).

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to
literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a
fictional portrayal of a time, place, or
character and a historical account of the
same period as a means of understanding
how authors of fiction use or alter history”).

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
distinguishing claims that are supported
by reasons and evidence from claims that
are not”).

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is sound
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient
to support the claims”).

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or
character types from myths, traditional
stories, or religious works such as the Bible,
including describing how the material is
rendered new”).
b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is sound
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced”).

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes,
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes,
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
and audiences.
and audiences.
audiences.
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Writing Standards 6–12
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts,
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Text Types and Purposes

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge
level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and
between claim(s) and counterclaims.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.
f.
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Use specific rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., appeal to logic
through reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical belief; relate a personal
anecdote, case study, or analogy). CA
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Writing Standards 6–12
Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

Text Types and Purposes (continued)

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

a. Introduce a topic or thesis statement; organize complex ideas, concepts,
and information to make important connections and distinctions;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. CA
b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.

a. Introduce a topic or thesis statement; organize complex ideas, concepts,
and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes
it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension. CA
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge
of the topic.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex
ideas and concepts.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

f.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications
or the significance of the topic).

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or
the significance of the topic).
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Writing Standards 6–12

Text Types and Purposes (continued)

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event
sequences.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s)
of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth
progression of experiences or events.

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression
of experiences or events.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description,
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on
one another to create a coherent whole.

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or
characters.

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or
characters.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

Production and Distribution
of Writing

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions
should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and
including grades 9–10.)

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades
11–12.)

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly
and dynamically.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.
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Writing Standards 6–12

Range of
Writing

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonsources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject
strating understanding of the subject under investigation.
under investigation.
8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital
8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources,
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of
using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each
each source in answering the research question; integrate information
source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance
and following a standard format for citation including footnotes and
on any one source and following a standard format for citation including
endnotes. CA
footnotes and endnotes. CA
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze
how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific
work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or
the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).

a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts
from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious
reasoning”).

b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application
of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme
Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and
arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential
addresses]”).

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two)
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Anchor Standards for Speaking
and Listening
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the
College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR
and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define
the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.

Note on range and content of student speaking and listening
To be college and career ready, students must have ample opportunities to
take part in a variety of rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole
class, in small groups, and with a partner—built around important content
in various domains. They must be able to contribute appropriately to these
conversations, make comparisons and contrasts, and analyze and synthesize
a multitude of ideas according to the standards of evidence appropriate to a
particular discipline. Whatever their intended major or profession, high school
graduates will depend heavily on their ability to listen attentively to others so
that they are able to build on others’ meritorious ideas while expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

Comprehension and Collaboration
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly and persuasively.
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

New technologies have broadened and expanded the role that speaking and
listening play in acquiring and sharing knowledge and have tightened the link
to other forms of communication. The Internet has accelerated the speed
at which connections between speaking, listening, reading, and writing can
be made, requiring that students be ready to use these modalities nearly
simultaneously. Technology itself is changing quickly, creating a new urgency
for students to be adaptable in response to change.

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners
can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express
information and enhance understanding of presentations.
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6–12
The following standards for grades 6–12 offer a focus for instruction in each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and
applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and
understandings mastered in preceding grades.
Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

Comprehension and Collaboration

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherdiscussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics,
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
expressing their own clearly.
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Grade 8 Students

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read
or studied required material; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set
specific goals and deadlines, and define
individual roles as needed.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue
under discussion.

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and
respond to others’ questions and comments
with relevant observations and ideas that
bring the discussion back on topic as
needed.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and
decision-making, track progress toward specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed.
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several
speakers and respond to others’ questions and
comments with relevant evidence, observations,
and ideas.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by
demonstrate understanding of multiple
others and, when warranted, modify their
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
perspectives through reflection and
own views.
their own views in light of the evidence presented.
paraphrasing.
2. Interpret information presented in diverse media 2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details
2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g.,
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g.,
issue under study.
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.
social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific
3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific
3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims,
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported
claims, and attitude toward the subject,
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and
by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. CA
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6–12

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade 6 Students

4. Present claims and findings (e.g., argument,
narrative, informative, response to literature
presentations), sequencing ideas logically and
using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details
and nonverbal elements to accentuate main
ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. CA
a. Plan and deliver an informative/explanatory
presentation that: develops a topic with
relevant facts, definitions, and concrete
details; uses appropriate transitions to
clarify relationships; uses precise language
and domain specific vocabulary; and
provides a strong conclusion. CA
5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics,
images, music, sound) and visual displays in
presentations to clarify information.

Grade 7 Students

4. Present claims and findings (e.g., argument,
narrative, summary presentations), emphasizing
salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and
examples; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. CA

4. Present claims and findings (e.g., argument,
narrative, response to literature presentations),
emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume,
and clear pronunciation. CA
a. Plan and present an argument that: supports
a. Plan and present a narrative that: establishes
a claim, acknowledges counterarguments,
a context and point of view, presents a logical
organizes evidence logically, uses words and
sequence, uses narrative techniques (e.g.,
phrases to create cohesion, and provides
dialogue, pacing, description, sensory
a concluding statement that supports the
language), uses a variety of transitions, and
argument presented. CA
provides a conclusion that reflects the
experience. CA

5. Include multimedia components and visual
displays in presentations to clarify claims and
findings and emphasize salient points.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language
standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into
presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language
standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6–12
The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.
Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

Comprehension and Collaboration

1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades
9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly and persuasively.

1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful,
well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and
decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues,
presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and
individual roles as needed.

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual
roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and
promote divergent and creative perspectives.

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate
the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims,
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required
to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views and understanding and make new connections in light
of the evidence and reasoning presented.
2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and
accuracy of each source.

2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted
evidence.

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6–12
Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely,
and logically (using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation) such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and
the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to
purpose (e.g., argument, narrative, informative, response to literature
presentations), audience, and task. CA
a. Plan and deliver an informative/explanatory presentation that:
presents evidence in support of a thesis, conveys information from
primary and secondary sources coherently, uses domain specific
vocabulary, and provides a conclusion that summarizes the main
points. (9th or 10th grade) CA

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence (e.g., reflective, historical
investigation, response to literature presentations), conveying a clear and
distinct perspective and a logical argument, such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose,
audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. Use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. CA
a. Plan and deliver a reflective narrative that: explores the significance of a
personal experience, event, or concern; uses sensory language to convey a
vivid picture; includes appropriate narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue,
pacing, description); and draws comparisons between the specific incident
and broader themes. (11th or 12th grade) CA

b. Plan, memorize, and present a recitation (e.g., poem, selection from
a speech or dramatic soliloquy) that: conveys the meaning of the
selection and includes appropriate performance techniques (e.g.,
tone, rate, voice modulation) to achieve the desired aesthetic effect.
(9th or 10th grade) CA

b. Plan and present an argument that: supports a precise claim; provides a
logical sequence for claims, counterclaims, and evidence; uses rhetorical
devices to support assertions (e.g., analogy, appeal to logic through
reasoning, appeal to emotion or ethical belief); uses varied syntax to link
major sections of the presentation to create cohesion and clarity; and
provides a concluding statement that supports the argument presented.
(11th or 12th grade) CA

5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual,
and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command
of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9–10
Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of
formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language
standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
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Anchor Standards for Language
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the
College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR
and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define
the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.

Note on range and content of student language use
To be college and career ready in language, students must have firm control
over the conventions of standard English. At the same time, they must come
to appreciate that language is as at least as much a matter of craft as of
rules and be able to choose words, syntax, and punctuation to express
themselves and achieve particular functions and rhetorical effects. They
must also have extensive vocabularies, built through reading and study,
enabling them to comprehend complex texts and engage in purposeful
writing about and conversations around content. They need to become
skilled in determining or clarifying the meaning of words and phrases they
encounter, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies to aid them. They
must learn to see an individual word as part of a network of other words—
words, for example, that have similar denotations but different connotations.
The inclusion of Language standards in its own strand should not be taken
as an indication that skills related to conventions, effective language use,
and vocabulary are unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening;
indeed, they are inseparable from such contexts.

Conventions of Standard English
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Knowledge of Language
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and
consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings.
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at
the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.
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Language Standards 6–12
The following standards for grades 6–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and
applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and
understandings mastered in preceding grades. Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in
higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*). See the “Language Progressive Skills,
by Grade” table on page 76 for a complete listing and Appendix A for an example of how these skills develop in sophistication.
Grade 6 Students

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Conventions of Standards English

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive).
b. Use all pronouns, including intensive
pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves) correctly.
CA
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person.*
d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns
(i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous
antecedents).*

Grade 7 Students

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Grade 8 Students

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses
in general and their function in specific
sentences.

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds,
participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex,
and compound-complex sentences to signal
differing relationships among ideas.

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive
voice.

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence,
recognizing and correcting misplaced and
dangling modifiers.*

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative,
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
verb voice and mood.*

e. Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others’ writing and speaking,
and identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language.*
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
spelling when writing.
spelling when writing.
a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses,
dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/
parenthetical elements.*
b. Spell correctly.

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate
adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating,
enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,]
green shirt).
b. Spell correctly.

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
c. Spell correctly.
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a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to
indicate a pause or break.
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Knowledge of
Language

Grade 6 Students

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/
listener interest, and style.*
b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.*

Grade 7 Students

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Choose language that expresses ideas
precisely and concisely, recognizing and
eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*

Grade 8 Students

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and
in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing
the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty
or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based
multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly
on grade 7 reading and content, choosing
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly
flexibly from a range of strategies.
from a range of strategies.
from a range of strategies.
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek
or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory,
audible).

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek
or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent,
bellicose, rebel).

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede,
secede).

c. Consult reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation
of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning or its part of speech.

c. Consult general and specialized reference
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find
the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech or trace the etymology of words. CA

c. Consult general and specialized reference
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning or its part of speech or
trace the etymology of words. CA

d. Verify the preliminary determination of
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or
in a dictionary).

d. Verify the preliminary determination of
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or
in a dictionary).

d. Verify the preliminary determination of
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context
or in a dictionary).
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (continued)

Grade 6 Students

Grade 7 Students

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification)
in context.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary,
biblical, and mythological allusions) in
b. Use the relationship between particular words
context.
(e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category)
to better understand each of the words.
b. Use the relationship between particular
words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy)
c. Distinguish among the connotations
to better understand each of the words.
(associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical,
c. Distinguish among the connotations
unwasteful, thrifty).
(associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined,
respectful, polite, diplomatic,
condescending).
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony,
puns) in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words
to better understand each of the words.
c. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded,
willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.
comprehension or expression.
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The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Conventions of Standard English

Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.

a. Use parallel structure.*

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change
over time, and is sometimes contested.

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial,
participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent,
dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings
and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references
(e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern
American Usage) as needed.
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Observe hyphenation conventions.

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or
more closely related independent clauses.

b. Spell correctly.

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

Knowledge of Language

c. Spell correctly.
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

a. Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style
manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers)
appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences)
for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts when reading.
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Grades 9–10 Students

Grades 11–12 Students

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text;
a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of
a word or phrase.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text;
a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis,
analytical; advocate, advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge
of Greek and Latin roots and affixes. CA

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to
draw inferences concerning the meaning of scientific and mathematical
terminology. CA

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its
etymology. CA

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology,
or its standard usage. CA

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words
6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and
and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
comprehension or expression.
expression.
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Anchor Standards for Reading
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the
evidence.

The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the
College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR
and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define
the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Key Ideas and Details

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development;
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

Note on range and content of student reading
Reading is critical to building knowledge in history/social studies as well
as in science and technical subjects. College and career ready reading in
these fields requires an appreciation of the norms and conventions of each
discipline, such as the kinds of evidence used in history and science; an
understanding of domain-specific words and phrases; an attention to precise
details; and the capacity to evaluate intricate arguments, synthesize complex information, and follow detailed descriptions of events and concepts.
In history/social studies, for example, students need to be able to analyze,
evaluate, and differentiate primary and secondary sources. When reading
scientific and technical texts, students need to be able to gain knowledge
from challenging texts that often make extensive use of elaborate diagrams
and data to convey information and illustrate concepts. Students must be
able to read complex informational texts in these fields with independence
and confidence because the vast majority of reading in college and workforce
training programs will be sophisticated nonfiction. It is important to note
that these Reading standards are meant to complement the specific content
demands of the disciplines, not replace them.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text.

Craft and Structure
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific
word choices shape meaning or tone.
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs,
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza)
relate to each other and the whole.
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*1
*Please see “Research to Build and Present Knowledge” in Writing and “Comprehension and
Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening for additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing,
and applying information from print and digital sources.
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Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6–12
The standards below begin at grade 6; standards for K–5 reading in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are integrated into the K–5 Reading
standards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Key Ideas and Details

Grade 6–8 Students

Grade 9–10 Students

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
of primary and secondary sources.
of primary and secondary sources, attending
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights
to such features as the date and origin of the
gained from specific details to an understanding of
information.
the text as a whole.
2. Determine the central ideas or information of
a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from
prior knowledge or opinions.

2. Determine the central ideas or information
of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of how key events or ideas
develop over the course of the text.

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate
summary that makes clear the relationships among
the key details and ideas.

3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of
a process related to history/social studies
(e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates
are raised or lowered).

3. Analyze in detail a series of events described in
a text; determine whether earlier events caused
later ones or simply preceded them.

3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events
and determine which explanation best accords with
textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases
they are used in a text, including vocabulary
as they are used in a text, including vocabulary
specific to domains related to history/social
describing political, social, or economic aspects
studies.
of history/social science.

Craft and Structure

Grade 11–12 Students

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including analyzing how an author
uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).

5. Describe how a text presents information
(e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).

5. Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize 5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is
key points or advance an explanation or analysis.
structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs,
and larger portions of the text contribute to the
whole.

6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language,
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

6. Compare the point of view of two or more
authors for how they treat the same or similar
topics, including which details they include and
emphasize in their respective accounts.

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 | 81

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6–12

KEY: Explicit use of technology
Technology could be used

6. Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the
same historical event or issue by assessing the
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Range of Reading and
Level of Text Complexity

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade 6–8 Students

Grade 9–10 Students

Grade 11–12 Students

7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts,
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.

7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g.,
charts, research data) with qualitative analysis
in print or digital text.

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats and
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in
words) in order to address a question or solve a
problem.

8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned
judgment in a text.

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and
evidence in a text support the author’s claims.

8. Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and
evidence by corroborating or challenging them
with other information.

9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and
secondary source on the same topic.

9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same
topic in several primary and secondary sources.

9. Integrate information from diverse sources,
both primary and secondary, into a coherent
understanding of an idea or event, noting
discrepancies among sources.

10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend
history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8
text complexity band independently and
proficiently.

10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend
history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10
text complexity band independently and
proficiently.

10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend
history/social studies texts in the grades 11–12
text complexity band independently and
proficiently.
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6–12

Craft and Structure

Key Ideas and Details

Grade 6–8 Students

Grade 9–10 Students

Grade 11–12 Students

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
of science and technical texts.
of science and technical texts, attending to the
science and technical texts, attending to important
precise details of explanations or descriptions.
distinctions the author makes and to any gaps or
inconsistencies in the account.
2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a
text; provide an accurate summary of the text
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a
text; trace the text’s explanation or depiction of
a complex process, phenomenon, or concept;
provide an accurate summary of the text.

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text;
summarize complex concepts, processes, or
information presented in a text by paraphrasing
them in simpler but still accurate terms.

3. Follow precisely a multistep procedure when
carrying out experiments, taking measurements,
or performing technical tasks.

3. Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure
when carrying out experiments, taking
measurements, or performing technical tasks,
attending to special cases or exceptions
defined in the text.

3. Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when
carrying out experiments, taking measurements,
or performing technical tasks; analyze the specific
results based on explanations in the text.

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms,
4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms,
4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and
and other domain-specific words and phrases as
and other domain-specific words and phrases as
other domain-specific words and phrases as they
they are used in a specific scientific or technical
they are used in a specific scientific or technical
are used in a specific scientific or technical context
context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics.
context relevant to grades 9–10 texts and topics.
relevant to grades 11–12 texts and topics.
5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize
a text, including how the major sections
contribute to the whole and to an understanding
of the topic.

5. Analyze the structure of the relationships among 5. Analyze how the text structures information or
concepts in a text, including relationships among
ideas into categories or hierarchies, demonstrating
key terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force,
understanding of the information or ideas.
energy).

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an
explanation, describing a procedure, or
discussing an experiment in a text.

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an
explanation, describing a procedure, or
discussing an experiment in a text, defining
the question the author seeks to address.
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6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing
an experiment in a text, identifying important issues
that remain unresolved.
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Range of Reading and
Level of Text Complexity

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Grade 6–8 Students

Grade 9–10 Students

Grade 11–12 Students

7. Integrate quantitative or technical information
expressed in words in a text with a version of
that information expressed visually (e.g., in a
flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or table).

7. Translate quantitative or technical information
7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information
expressed in words in a text into visual form
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to
(e.g., a table or chart) and translate information
address a question or solve a problem.
expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an
equation) into words.

8. Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment
based on research findings, and speculation
in a text.

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and
evidence in a text support the author’s claim
or a recommendation for solving a scientific or
technical problem.

9. Compare and contrast the information gained
from experiments, simulations, video, or
multimedia sources with that gained from
reading a text on the same topic.

9. Compare and contrast findings presented in a
9. Synthesize information from a range of sources
text to those from other sources (including their
(e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) into a coherent
own experiments), noting when the findings
understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept,
support or contradict previous explanations or
resolving conflicting information when possible.
accounts.

10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend
science/technical texts in the grades 6–8
text complexity band independently and
proficiently.

10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend 10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend
science/technical texts in the grades 9–10 text
science/technical texts in the grades 11–12 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.
complexity band independently and proficiently.
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College and Career Readiness
Anchor Standards for Writing
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the
College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR
and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define
the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information
while avoiding plagiarism.
9. Draw evidence from literary and/or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

Text Types and Purposes*1

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or
texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

Note on range and content of student writing

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

For students, writing is a key means of asserting and defending claims,
showing what they know about a subject, and conveying what they have
experienced, imagined, thought, and felt. To be college and career ready
writers, students must take task, purpose, and audience into careful
consideration, choosing words, information, structures, and formats
deliberately. They need to be able to use technology strategically when
creating, refining, and collaborating on writing. They have to become adept
at gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material accurately,
reporting findings from their research and analysis of sources in a clear and
cogent manner. They must have the flexibility, concentration, and fluency
to produce high-quality first-draft text under a tight deadline as well as the
capacity to revisit and make improvements to a piece of writing over multiple
drafts when circumstances encourage or require it. To meet these goals,
students must devote significant time and effort to writing, producing
numerous pieces over short and long time frames throughout the year.

Production and Distribution of Writing
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach.
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused
questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of
key writing types.
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WHST

The standards below begin at grade 6; standards for K–5 writing in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are integrated into the K–5 Writing
standards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.
Grade 6–8 Students

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific
content.

Text Types and Purposes

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue,
acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s)
from alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
relevant, accurate data and evidence that
demonstrate an understanding of the topic
or text, using credible sources.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons,
and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

Grade 9–10 Students

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific
content.
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and create an organization that establishes
clear relationships among the claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly,
supplying data and evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations
of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a
discipline-appropriate form and in a manner
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge
level and concerns.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the
major sections of the text, create cohesion,
and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons
and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and
objective tone while attending to the norms
and conventions of the discipline in which
they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from or supports the argument
presented.

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific
content.
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s),
establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that
logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims
in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values,
and possible biases.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied
syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons
and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and
objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from or supports the argument presented.
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Grade 6–8 Students

Text Types and Purposes (continued)

2. Write informative/explanatory texts,
including the narration of historical events,
scientific procedures/experiments, or
technical processes.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing
what is to follow; organize ideas,
concepts, and information into broader
categories as appropriate to achieving
purpose; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant,
well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information
and examples.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions
to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and
concepts.
d. Use precise language and domainspecific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.

Grade 9–10 Students

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/
experiments, or technical processes.
a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts,
and information to make important connections
and distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and
sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.
c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion,
and clarify the relationships among ideas and
concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic
and convey a style appropriate to the discipline
and context as well as to the expertise of likely
readers.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style
and objective tone.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective
tone while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

f.

f.

Provide a concluding statement or
section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation
presented.
3. (See note; not applicable as a separate
requirement)

Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the topic).

3. (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement)

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/
experiments, or technical processes.
a. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas,
concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it
to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the
most significant and relevant facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples appropriate to
the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures
to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among
complex ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language, domain-specific
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor,
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity
of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in
a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the information or
explanation provided (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the topic).
3. (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement)
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Research to Build and
Present Knowledge

Production and Distribution of Writing

Grade 6–8 Students

Grade 9–10 Students

Grade 11–12 Students

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
the development, organization, and style
development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

5. With some guidance and support from
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
peers and adults, develop and strengthen
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
writing as needed by planning, revising,
new approach, focusing on addressing what is
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.
focusing on how well purpose and audience
have been addressed.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing and present
the relationships between information and
ideas clearly and efficiently.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,
publish, and update individual or shared writing
publish, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
capacity to link to other information and to display
new arguments or information.
information flexibly and dynamically.

7. Conduct short research projects to answer 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research
a question (including a self-generated
projects to answer a question (including a selfprojects to answer a question (including a selfquestion), drawing on several sources and
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
generating additional related, focused
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize
questions that allow for multiple avenues of
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.
exploration.
understanding of the subject under investigation.

1

Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students be able to incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In
history/social studies, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical import. In science and technical subjects, students must be able to write
precise enough descriptions of the step-by-step procedures they use in their investigations or technical work that others can replicate them and (possibly) reach the same results.
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Range of Writing

Research to Build and Present
Knowledge (continued)

WHST Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12

Grade 6–8 Students

Grade 9–10 Students

Grade 11–12 Students

8. Gather relevant information from multiple
print and digital sources (primary and
secondary), using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data
and conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format
for citation. CA

8. Gather relevant information from multiple
authoritative print and digital sources (primary and
secondary), using advanced searches effectively;
assess the usefulness of each source in answering
the research question; integrate information into the
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format for
citation. CA

8. Gather relevant information from multiple
authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the
strengths and limitations of each source in terms
of the specific task, purpose, and audience;
integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
overreliance on any one source and following a
standard format for citation.

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to
support analysis reflection, and research.

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.

10. Write routinely over extended time frames
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
(time for reflection and revision) and
reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a
reflection and revision) and shorter time frames
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 | 89

Writing Standards

KEY: Explicit use of technology
Technology could be used

Page 43

Vol. II

Appendix A

Grades 6-12

Appendix B
Highlighted Technology Standards of
California Common Core – Step-Ladder Versions
(Grades 6-12)

August 13, 2014

California’s Common Core
English Language Arts Standards
Kindergarten through Grades 11-12
and also College and Career Readiness Standards

Step-Ladder Versions
Free Download

Excerpted from
Marcelletti, D., & Saunders, W. (2012). Study Guide: Reading, Discussing and Learning California’s
Common Core English Language Arts Standards. Los Angeles, CA: Talking Teaching Network

Published by Talking Teaching Foundation,
a non-profit, public benefit corporation, 501(c)(3)
(doing business as The Talking Teaching
Network)
8216 Westlawn Avenue,
Los Angeles, California, 90045
www.talkingteaching.org	
  
Dedicated to the Study and Refinement of Teaching and Learning

© talkingteaching

1

CC ELA Step Ladder Download 030513

Vol. II

Appendix B

The Development, Use and Purposes
of the Step-Ladder Versions
of the Common Core ELA Standards
The K-12 Common Core ELA standards were developed grade-by-grade (K, 1 st, 2 nd, through 12 th) for each of the thirtytwo College and Career Readiness Anchor standards. That is unique. We are not aware of another set of ELA standards
that was developed with such explicit vertical alignment and coherence. As such, California’s new Common Core ELA
standards represent significant new potential for vertical articulation within and across elementary, middle and high
schools faculties. The original Common Core ELA standards and the version California adapted and adopted are
organized into grade level bands: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9/10-11/12. The organization by grade level bands makes apparent
the progressions among the adjacent grades and the care that was taken to form reasonable “steps” from one grade to
the next. We found these grade-by-grade “steps” for each standard very informative. As we began reviewing the
standards with educators in the Talking Teaching Network, it quickly became apparent that analyzing the Common
Core in terms of the grade level progressions of each standard was meaningful and productive to interpreting and
understanding the standards.
The development of this document involved the following. For each domain we developed what we called “StepLadder” documents wherein we formatted vertically all grade level versions for each College and Career Readiness
Anchor (CCRA) standard (K, 1 st, 2 nd, 3 rd, through 11 th-12 th). In most cases we were able to format the entire K-12 to
CCRA progression on one page. In some cases, the progression required two pages. Publishing the full K-12 to CCRA
progression has two important benefits. First, it allows a teacher of any grade level to examine a standard for his/her
respective grade level and any and all grade levels before and after it. The grade level bands used in the original
Common Core and California’s adaptation (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9/10-11/12) do not provide the same continuity as there
are breaks in the document between grades 2 and 3, 5 and 6, and 8 and 9/10. Second, the full K-12 to CCRA
progression also allows for valuable study and interpretation of each standard. While the meaning and intent of any
one grade level version of a particular standard might be obscure, studying that standard in terms of its K-12
progression and the CCRA standard itself usually contributes significantly to the interpretation of the standard and
one’s understanding of it.
There are unique benefits to this organization of the standards. Generally, the standards organized in this fashion
should help teachers become familiar with the vertical, K-12 to CCRA design of the Common Core ELA standards.
Teachers will be able to understand and value the utility of studying specific standards in terms of their K-12 to CCRA
progress – something that is very difficult to do with existing California State Standards, and be familiar with the StepLadder versions of the standards as a resource for subsequent use. Below are representative responses from teachers
and instructional coaches who’ve studied and used the Step-Ladder versions of the standards. The question they
responded to was: “To what extent did you find it valuable to read and discuss the Step-Ladder versions of the 2010
standards?”
• I like knowing the ultimate goal (the College and Career Readiness standard). The Step-Ladder helps me identify
gaps that are missing from previous years and keeps me accountable for preparing my students in the current
year for what they will do in the next years.
• This was very valuable because it connects what you do in one year to what will come in the future. It also
provides teachers with a way to diagnose students’ strengths and needs, what to build on and what to shore up.
• It was really nice to see the progression from grade level to grade level. It’s not as scary. It seems more do-able, if
everyone is working off the same page and making their contribution grade by grade.
• I think this may be the most valuable resource, yet. It’s very linear and illustrates perfectly the progression and
development and mastery of each standard and cluster.
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Notes on the Step Ladder Versions of the 2010 Standards.
Reading Standards. The Step-Ladder versions of the Reading standards organizes each of the reading standards in a twocolumn table. The rows are grade levels (K through 11th-12th), the left hand column includes the grade level versions of the
standard for Reading Literature, and the right hand column includes the grade level versions of the standard for Reading
Informational Text. In our work with teachers we discussed the importance of approaching the Literature and Informational
Text standards as two versions of the same standards. On the one hand, one would want to capitalize instructionally on the
distinction made in the two versions, that is, the distinctions between teaching these standards when applied to literary texts
and when applied to informational texts. On the other hand, so as not to get overwhelmed with the quantity of standards,
one would want to conceptualize them as a single set of 10 standards (rather than 20) with subtle instructional adjustments
depending on the nature of the texts. The formatting of the Step-Ladder versions of the Reading standards with its gradeby-grade, side-by-side presentation of the Literature and Informational Text standards should contribute to this subtle yet
important understanding.
•Writing Standards. Teachers have responded with sincere enthusiasm to the Writing Standards 1, 2 and 3, which spell out
three distinct types of writing. Starting in 3rd grade, each standard is elaborated with at least 4-5 lettered items (a-d, a-e) that
describe the elements or dimensions of that type of writing for the grade level. The original version of the Common Core
standards and the version adapted and adopted by California did not provide headings or titles for these elements or
dimensions; they were just listed with a corresponding letter (a-d or a-e). When we began developing the Step-Ladder
versions of the Writing standards, we began to realize that in virtually all cases the items were lettered consistently from grade
level to grade level: Item “a” focused on the same element of writing in every grade; item “b” focused on the same element of
writing in every grade; and so on and so forth. As such we developed the Step-Ladder version in the form of a table with a
column for each of the lettered items. This allowed teachers to read up or down the grade levels for the progression of each
of the lettered items. As we piloted the Step-Ladder versions of the Writing Standards we began soliciting possible names or
column headings for each of the letter items. Eventually, we converged on column headings for each lettered item for each
type of writing. For example, for Informative/Explanatory Writing, the following column headings appear in the Step-Ladder
version of Writing Standard 2: General Standard, Introduction and Organization, Development of Topic, Cohesion of Ideas,
Precise Language, Formal Style, and Conclusion. We have provided similar column headings for the other two types of
writing, as well: Arguments/Opinion Pieces (Standard 1) and Narratives (Standard 3). We do not mean these column
headings to be definitive labels of the elements, but they are constructed with the most salient terms used on a grade-level
by grade level basis and therefore we think they are informative and help make the writing standards increasingly
comprehensible. The Step-Ladder versions of Writing Standards 1, 2 and 3 are formatted in landscape orientation so as to
allow for the multiple columns, and they are published across to adjacent pages. Note: The actual number of lettered items
varies from grade to grade; as such, we organized items into columns based on the content of the item (the element it was
describing) rather than by letter. Writing standards for Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade do not have lettered items, but we
parsed those standards into its constituent parts and assigned those parts to the most relevant columns (elements).
Language Standards. Language Standards 1 and 2 contain numerous lettered items—more at the lower grades and fewer
at the upper grades, but several nonetheless. At one point, we began attempting to organize the lettered items into
categories and started constructing a table version of the Step-Ladder with a column for each category of item. At this
writing, we have not yet completed that work, at least not with sufficient confidence to publish it. However, we encourage
readers to analyze Language Standards 1 and 2 with categories in mind, as it contributes to the understanding of those
standards.
Foundational Reading Skills. The “Reading Standards: Foundational Skills” were not developed K-12 in correspondence to
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards. They were developed specifically for grades K-5, the grades when those
foundational skills are taught and learned by most students. Nevertheless, we did include a Step-Ladder version of the
Foundational Skills, including each relevant grade for each standard: 1) Print Concepts (K and 1st), 2) Phonological Awareness
(K and 1st), 3) Phonics and Word Recognition (K-5th), and 4) Fluency (K-5th). The Step-Ladder version is formatted to fit on two
adjacent pages in order to facilitate analysis, that is, to be able to see and review all standards and lettered items for all grades
on two pages.
Note: Boldface indicates language added by California to the original Common Core ELA Standards.
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